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The southern limit of the habitat of Northern Pikas
Ocotona hyperborea yesoensis in Hokkaido

Momoki KAWABE® and Toshiyasu NAKAOKA?
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Fig.1 Study sites(1~7) and the scene of traffic accident of a Northern Pika (@) in the southern part of

Hidaka mountains.
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Fig. 2 The view of Hidaka mountains from the
scene of traffic accident of a Northern Pika
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Fig. 3 Ferns stored by Northern Pika at about
440m in altitude at the southern slop of Mt.
Okishimappu.
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Summary

A Northern Pika killed in a traffic accident was collected near the Oiwake pass (Erimo town)
in the southern part of Hidaka mountains on 20 July 1993. To our knowledge, the nearest
habitat of the Northern Pikas from the scene, that was located at south slop of Mt.
Sanmaidake, was approximately 4km north of the scene of the traffic accident. We found a new
habitat at a distance of 2.8km to the north of the scene. This is the southernmost habitat of
the Northern Pikas in Hokkaido. It was revealed that even if there were not any block fields,
they had been able to migrate at least several kilometers. The migration of Northern pikas was
obstructed by the traffic accident. Therefore the road construction near their habitats must be

considered.



