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Cases of illegal collecting of wildflowers in eastern Taisetsuzan National Park
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Summary

We reported some events about illegal collecting of wildflowers in eastern Taisetsuzan
National Park from 1995 to 1999. Six species, Orchis arisiata, Gentiana triflora var. japonica,
Heloniopsis orientalis, Paeonia obovata, Dryas ociopelaia var. asiatica and Juniperus communis var.
saxatilis were illegally taken away once or several times. These species are established by
Environment Agency to prohibit from collecting without permission. Especially, P. obovata is
an "endangered’ species” (Environment Agency, 1997). These were happened during their
flowering season in all cases except J. communis, and some of them were happened
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beside roads that were relatively much traffic. In Q. aristata, about 100 plants were lost by three
times thefts that were acted in different years at the same place. In G. triffora var. japonica,
about 300 plants were lost by two times thefts at the same place. In P. obovara, one patch
(14 plants) which we had surveyed since before vear were lost perfectly. In H. orientalis, about
100 plants were lost, which were much more than half number of individuals in this site before
then.These six species are traded commercially. To prevent illegal collecting of wildflowers, it
is necessary that administration strictly restrain dealings of wildflowers and that we
thoroughly have to make consensus that illegal collecting of wildflowers is environmental
crime.



