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Frozen ground at the mountain slopes around the Higashi Taisetsu area,
Central Hokkaido, in the Summer of 2000
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Summary

Sporadic permafrost occurrences are known to be present in the mountain
slopes of a height lower than 1000m a.s.l. around the Higashi Taisetsu area
(43° ~44° N), Central Hokkaido. Authors investigated the frozen ground
sporadically distributed in the low mountain {altitude 590~950m) in August,
2000. In this survey, frozen ground and a low ground temperature of
approximately freezing point were observed at several locations in the
mountain slopes. The various conditions of these slopes are as follows;

1) Land form and location ; lower part of talus slope -near the valley bottom

2) Subsurface geology ; braccia without matrix
3) Vegetation ; subarctic forest consist of high density coniferous trees— Picea

glehnii (first tree layer), Abies sachalinensis (second tree layer)

4) Earth surface ; thick moss layer with Sphagnum

The conditions described above indicate that these areas would maintain
frozen ground until summer. Such frozen ground in summer suggest that
sporadic permafrost occurs at present.



