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The First Record of the Lesser Sand Plover Charadrius mongolus in the alpine zone of
Mt.Daisetsu (Taisetsu), central Hokkaido
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Fig.1. Juvenile Lesser Sand Plover Charadrius mongolus in
the alpine zone of Mt.Daisetsu, central Hokkaido on
September 11 2007
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Fig.2. Juvenile Lesser Sand Plover (the same individual as
Fig.1). Note the breast patches are prominent greyish-brown
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Summary

We report the first record of Lesser Sand Plover Charadrius mongolus in the alpine zone of
Mt.Daisetsu, central Hokkaido. Two Lesser Sand Plovers were observed on 11th September
2007 at Hokkaidaira (alt.2070m) in Mt.Daisetsu. We consider the subspecies of the observed
Plovers. There are two different subspecies-groups, the mongolusgroup, and the atrifrons
group. We realize the Plovers are the mongolus-group because of the features of the bill and
breast side marks. The mongolus-group involves two subspecies, C. m. mongolus and C. m.
stegmanni. Subspecies C. m. mongolus is an accidental visitor which have been recorded once
in Japan. Therefore, we consider that the Plovers are probably subspecies C. m. stegmanni.



