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Distribution of crayfishes in the central region
of Tokachi, Hokkaido, Japan.
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Tadashi Kawal, Kazuyoshi NakaTa, Masakatsu HIrATa,
and the Otofuke River Groundwork Group.

ABSTR ACT—Distribution of crayfishes in the central region of Tokachi,
Hokkaido, Japan and the environmental conditions of their habitats were investigated
on 9th and 10 th, October, 1999. Alien species, Pacifastacus leniusculus and Procambarus
clarkii, were observed in Obihiro and Otofuke, respectively. However, the number of
habitats of the native species, Cambaroides japonicus, has decreased in Otofuke and
Tkeda. Habitats of P, clarkii was restricted in warmer river areas (more than 23.8°C),
but P. leniuscielus occurred in colder pond areas (10.6°C, almost equal to the water
temperature of habitat of C. japonicus). It was estimated that the distribution of
P, leniusculus would extend to the habitats of C. japomicus in the central region of
Tokachi.
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Fig.1. Map showing the study sites. Numbers on each map correspond to
those in Table 1.
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Fig.2. Habitat, a pond with Cambaroides japonicus in Otofuke,
Closed circles denote the occurrence of C. japonicus.
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