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The First Record of Mid-winter Comprehensive Study
on Terrestrial and Marine Wildlife in the Shiretoko Peninsula, 2005

YAMANAKA Masami' & NAKANISHI Masanao
Shiretoko Nature Foundation, 531 Iwaubetsu, Shari, Hokkaido 099-4356, Japan 1. masami@shiretoko.or jp

Shiretoko National Park and Shiretoko World Heritage site are one of the most progressed area
concerning the investigation on status of wildlife among the protected areas in Japan. However, there were
very few research activities in winter season, because of sea ice and limited road system. Shiretoko Nature
Foundation and the Asahi Shimbun Company conducted the first comprehensive study on wildlife in the
Shiretoko Peninsula and the surrounding sea area in mid-winter, from the end of February to early March,
2005. The composition of the study was the following.

1) Live-capturing and radio-marking of sika deer (Cervus nippon) to determine seasonal movement of the
wintering herd on Cape Shiretoko.

2) Aerial count and ground census of sika deer to examine sightability rate of direct count from a helicopter.

3) Investigation on winter activity of medium and small mammals on Cape Shiretoko.

4) Aerial census to determine the distribution and number of wintering white-tailed eagle (Haliaeetus
albicilla) and Steller’s sea eagle (Haliaeetus pelagicus) in the peninsula.

5) Radio-tracking the wintering Steller’s sea eagle in the area with a helicopter.

6) Direct observation of the behavior of sea eagles on Cape Shiretoko.

7) Aerial census on pinnipeds and cetacean in the sea area using a helicopter.

For the ground survey on Cape Shiretoko, a fisherman’s camp was used as a base camp, which was
isolated by dense sea ice during mid-winter. The helicopter was used not only for research but also for
transporting staffs and equipments. It should be noted that, in spite of the severe climate, most fieldwork
was completed successfully owing to the availability of the helicopter as well as the fisherman’s camp.
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2. 2005 4F Jif 2 M R0 DK W5 AR B P 3 £ 2 I #5. Table 2. Staffs of mid-winter comprehensive study on terrestrial and marine
wildlife in the Shiretoko Peninsula, 2005.
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