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An Examination of Monitoring Methods of Sea Eagles
by the Helicopter Censuses and the Road Censuses

SHIRAKI Saiko', SAKABE Minako?, TAZAWA Michihiro?, MASUDA Yasushi® & IMAI Hideo?

1. Graduate School of Environmental Earth Science, Hokkaido University, Sapporo, Hokkaido 060-0810, Japan (present address:
Tokyo University of Agriculture, 196 Yasaka, Abashiri, Hokkaido 099-2493, Japan. s3shirak@bioindustry.nodai.ac jp) 2. Rausu
Visitor Center, 388 Yunosawa, Rausu, Hokkaido 086-1822, Japan 3. Nature Conservation Branch, Division of Environmental
Conservation, Shari Town Office, 12 Honmachi, Shari 099-4192, Japan

To examine monitoring methods of sea eagles in winter, the helicopter censuses and the road censuses
were carried out simultaneously in the Shiretoko peninsula, February 25 and March 1, 2005. At the slope
forests and the surroundings, the road censuses recognized more eagles and showed higher discriminating
rates for the species and the age classes than the helicopter censuses. The results of the helicopter censuses
probably require correcting with the recognition rate for the number of eagles observed by the road census
and the recognition rate was 63% in this study. There was no difference in the species and the age structures
of eagles recognized at the slope forests and the surroundings between the helicopter censuses and the road
censuses. Meanwhile, road censuses could count sea eagles on the sea ices within 4-5 km from the road
with a high accuracy, on the condition with good visibility and moveless situation of eagles. To monitor
eagles effectively, it was recommended the unsuitable range for the road census was censused by the
helicopter and both censuses should be carried out simultaneously.
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