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The Appearance Trend of Whales and Dolphins During Winter in the Sea
around Shiretoko Peninsula

SASAMORI Kotoe' & KOBAYASHI Mari’

1. Volcano Bay Marine Animals Watching Association, 2-27-9 Bokoi-Minami, Muroran, Hokkido 051-0003, Japan.
snatsuko@cocoa.ocn.ne jp 2. Marine Wildlife Center of JAPAN, 3-1-22 Kouyougaoka, Abashiri, Hokkaido 093-0084, Japan
(present address: Marine Wildlife Center of JAPAN, 3-1-22 Kouyougaoka, Abashiri, Hokkaido 093-0084, Japan; Laboratory of
Aquatic Management, Department of Aqua-Bioscience and Industry, Faculty of Bioindustry, Tokyo University of Agriculture, 196
Yasaka, Abashiri, Hokkaido 099-2493, Japan)

The appearance trend of whales and dolphins during winter in the sea around Shiretoko peninsula has
been hard to study because it is covered with drift ice. Therefore, the only formal records are reports from
fishermen. This time, we investigated the appearance trend of whales and dolphins around the Shiretoko
peninsula in February through aerial survey using helicopter. As a result, a total of three cetaceans: harbor
porpoise (Phocoena phocoena), minke whale (Balaenoptera acutorostrata), and Baird’s beaked whale
(Berardius arnuxii) were confirmed. These species’ appearances had been estimated through fishermen’s
reports. This time, however, we obtained formal data of cetaceans around the peninsula through observation
by sight using the line-transect method covering the whole area during the said period. While only a starting
point, we expect these results will be of some help toward the management of sea areas around Shiretoko
peninsula in the future.

(=402 5] cF AR TR Y 7 Y S Balaenoptera
e, MHLEESIKICE Db 2 RIEICH RN R acutorostrata
WRIRER I, BEBRREICAETTEL VNI T - A NWARY v F Orcinus orca
TA—IWCEAREERZECE»RMICHE AT s T HARY 2 TIRYY F 7 T F Berardius arnuxii
W HBHNCEA R L Y 45RO IS T ART I T IR F F N T T Mesoplodon
Blgsn (512 2004), C OUHEH K, B2 stejnegeri
WIFBG, H2VERENEa—Z2E L TE L Ofii v av I TIRYy av 7 YT Physeter
FUCFIHINT WS ZEDRBEINTV S, macrocephalus
RSN 282 720504 v F 2 T Bbt T AR T TRY MY 7 Y T Megaptera
WG, Wi £ D 5 F NS O b - 7o I D novaeangliae
TomEYThHhE (FEME%EEL).
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v A4 Vv A B A ¥ A v A Lagenorhynchus OB r HNE LK HOREITIZEAETT
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£1. FEOMYE.  Table 1. Outline of survey.

FLleR:ias HAt Lk Itk BHOK T
survey no.  research day observation area way of survey open area
1 Feb. 24 FEFT PR PN
off Rausu at random
2 Feb. 24 EVER SRl AR S A

from Abashiri to Aidomari line-transect

3 Feb. 27 e YRR AT 40% AR
from Nemuro Pen. to Aidomari line-transect 40% or less

4 Feb. 27 A FA4 NI RS 30% AR
off Shari line-transect 30% or less

5 Feb. 28 SR I3 L AT 2RI 40% AR
from Cape Shiretoko to Shari line-transect 40% or less

6 Feb. 28 R AT 30% AR

off Shari line-transect 30% or less

K2, HEHFAETICHE LB B O PE.  Table 2. Sighting records research day (R), sighting time (T), location (L), species
(S) number of individuals (N), water depth (D).

AN R) AR FORS FERRRNT) i (L) {8l 1 (S) JEE(N) 7k (D)
Feb. 27 3 a 12:50:03 N 43°54.078 E145°12.091° AAXIA NS 8-10 100m
harbor porpoise
b 12:55:57 N 43°59.988° E145°12.091" AAXIA NS 1 100m
harbor porpoise
4 c 15:53:22 N 44°25.036" E144°35.255” VFITZ 1 1,300m
Baird’s beaked whale
Feb. 28 6 d 12:56:04 N 44°06.927° E144°20.466° AAIANA 3 50m
harbor porpoise
oI T5 1
minke whale
Mar. 1 2X¥H - - - VFITZ 3

Baird’s beaked whale

— 108 —



RIS SEAE S 27(2006)

B, WS WORE LA (

ERLRE

Ve BIHREREE W o TS, B v
bafll CEEOIEM) SREAM (FAD & TR
WEREDRES®AS, ezl AR—Y 27l

MR T EE2SH).

| P K, e L1 il 1"'\-\._‘l 1 ‘ 'I_\I
I | % I l," e -\-\. I'.I L LY
- Y=\
jiree—=\\\| I’
. = e - 1--._: | I-I.-.l_ II lIJr-'Jr'ﬂ
- ' 8 Wie A
) <L e o .-"_.
:-' -'"-;-:I_,.-I Il o .-'_‘_r" F "-J:.'!
M~ | (5
e C_ U5
WY =4,
.-.||I I'_ __-"__-:'::_;.--. -.
| Fo
i r I,' -._.':.-':'I_
T
Ly Tl 1

Fig. Observation area and location.
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