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Two Ainu’s Wooden-sheaths, Used in Rausu, Hokkaido

TOBE Chiharu

Rubeshibe-elementary school, 18 Sakaemachi, Kitami, Hokkaido 091-0033, Japan

Rausu is located in Shiretoko Peninsula, eastern Hokkaido, famous to fishery as main industry. YAMANE
Shoichi, Rausu fisherman, has old two knife-sheaths made by Ainu. One of them has sculptured patterns.
This one was made in 19th century. The knife-sheath is similar to one belonged to Shiretoko Museum
in Shari. The common features of both ones are not only the scales and patterns, but also detail figures.
Especially, I point out the circle sculptured on the surface both ones. These sculptured circles are not from
traditional crests in Japan, but come originally from the metal plates of the shaman belts in Amur-region
and Sakhalin. The other one has no pattern, made in early 20th century.
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R —3 Page # 7 A Column 17 Line i For 1= Read
19 Caption L1 1 3
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