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Predation on Blakiston’s Fish Owl Chick by Japanese Sable
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Research Group, 249-1 Toubai, Nemuro, Hokkaido 086-0074, Japan

Blakiston’s fish owl Ketupa blakistoni is one of the endangered birds in Japan, which distributed only
in Hokkaido. The recent study using CCD camera set into the fish owl nests revealed that Japanese
sable Martes zibellina brachyura intruded into many fish owl nests and killed chicks. At least ten cases
in six sites have been recognized, and especially, four chicks of the three nests were killed in 2006,
which means 30.8% of our observed chicks in that year. In conclusion, the sable may become a main
obstruction for the breeding success of the fish owl. To increase the fish owl population, the control of
the sable invading to the nest is very important. Several measures, such as installation of metal sheets
around the nest tree and nest relocation have been executed, however, the effect is uncertain. The
improvement of the nest box shape is urgent to prevent invasions by the sable. In addition, the control
of the human activities around the nest site will be very important to avoid the predators which are

tempted to the human smell and finally to the nest.
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