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Morphological Characteristics of Mustelids in Hokkaido

MURAKAMI Takahiro
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Morphological characteristics of mustelids in Hokkaido are described. Comparison between the
Japanese sable Martes zibellina brachyura and the Japanese marten Martes melampus revealed that the
Japanese sable has shorter tail than the Japanese marten. The American mink Neovison vison has com-
paratively longer tail than the Japanese weasel Mustela itatsi. The ermine Mustela erminea has longer
tail than the least weasel Mustela nivalis. These results suggest that tail ratio is an important clue for

identification of similar size mustelids.
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Measurements used in this study.
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